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THFY LOAD COTTON

The Work of Negroes on tog
Eteamships Down South.

Great Skl Eequired In the Handlisg of
the Heavy Bales—The Men Always
Cheerful and Singing While
at Labor.

It is a problem in mechanics to load
a cotton ship—to fill every cubie foot of
freight room with the awkward reo
tangular bales—and somes men are so
mach more skilled than others in this
science that it often makes a differensca
of 400 or 500 bales in a 2.000-ton ship
end that amourt of loss in the profit of
the vovage. Trerefire, she stevedores
and screwmen receive bip wages, per
haps the largest that are paid to
negroes anywhere In the world, for

most of the longshoremen in the Sonth |

Atlantic are of that race, says the Chis
cago Record.
1a New Orleans they are mearly all
| white men—Italians, Swedes and Irish-
men—and the riots that we read about
' in the papers were due to the introduc
tion of negro packers and screwmen
from UGalveston to take the place of the
whites,
The screwmen are divided into gangs
| of five, with a foreman, and the whole
are under the direction of a chief
, stevedore, who is nsually a white man,
and acts as superintendent of the dock,
Each gang occupies a hatchway of the
stegmer, and fve men are all that can
eonveniently work in such a nerrow
space.
The cotton comeg from the planta~

couid mOt Dear the thought
ged to wm a long wig
when he preferred 8 . one, or of
Leing liwp‘\-,-. gressed in a black eoas
wvhen one of Lright colors suited his
fancy mo much better. Hehad frankip
told his relstives that he preferred
pretiy clothes to the hard lot of a poor
m; and vet as neither be nor they
could think of sny other business for
which bhe was better fitted. he at last
eonsented to apply for holy orders
But when the time came for him
%o go to the bvishop of Elphin to be
ordained, he conid not resist the temp-
:htion to wear a pair of beautiful sear-
i Jet breeches with iong hose and the
Vrightest buckel!s. For would he not
, beecome a parson to-morrow, and be
| forever copdemped to sober black?
The good bishon was horrified at such
| 1&1‘1!}'. and refused to ordain him. Per-
| haps npon examination he found that
| the young mun was entirely iFoorant
of the catechism.
|  This failure of Oliver’s had been
| much less of a disappoistment to him
| than to his friends. But as he was now
| twenty-three vears old, and his moth-
®r Was very poor, it was highiy neces-
| sary that he shon!d find something to
ldo. And so he had found employment
| @5 B private tntor in & wealthy family
! mear Lissoy. From his puplils’ point
| of wiew, he was, no doubt an
| accomplished and successful teach-
‘er. He was onlyr a great boy
| Liimsel?. and 1ifs would have been ons
| long holiday to everybody {f he eould
| have had his own way. But his way
did not please his employer, and fipal-
| 1y,after & quarrel, for whick Oliver wus
doubtiess to bLlame, he was dismissed.
' "The money which he had earned at

swsuce, ne
of being obii

0DD LAST REQUESTS

Curious Wishes Mades by Persons
When Dying.

Bequests Have Been Made to FProvids

Drinks, Shaves, Kides and Moslo for
Mourners—Eccenirie te

the Last.

The world is full of eranks, as every-
body knows, but the great majority of
them confine their eccentricities to
their life upon this sphere. Few of
them make arrangements to keep them-
seives bafore the public eveafterdeath,
but the few who do soexhibita fertility
of ideas that would have been of great
value to them in the advertising line
during their lives.

The latest exponent of post-moriem
erankism was a quecr old farmer of
Kent, Saratoga county, this state, who
recently departed this life. says the
New York Adrertiser. He left explicit
directions in his will as to his burial,
the most noteworthy being that he
| shonld have his favorite pair of raw-
! hide boots as a part of his grave clothes
| and that he should be taken to the
{ cemetery in the family sleigh. His

wishes were carried out to the letier
and he was whirled up to his last rest-
ing place to the sccompaniment of
#ugling bells aud buried with his boots
oo,

A PBrooklvn saloonkeeper, who was
| as jolly in life as he was fat, left direc-
| tions with his widow as he gasped
| “Good-by™ to set aside one hundred

dollars of his estate with which to pro-
vide beer for his friends on the dreary
The widow not

| drive to the cemetery.

z + . J h t = P
tion on the cars or upon flatboats. The |tutoring, however, was suflicient to| only provided every carriage with fifty

biles as they leave the plantation are

lowsely packed —generally four feet ' epabled him to buy the horse and the |

highi—and the first thing when they

reach the doek is to tumble them inta | awvhich, as [ have seid, he rode one fine | on

a hrdraulie press, which redaces their
bulle by one-half and makes it possible

‘equip him ss » knight errant, forit

splendid new suit of clothes with

| morning into the city of Cork.

To his grest satis{ucticn, he fonnd a |

bottles of the cheering beverage, but
drew on the saloon stock for two kegs-
ful, which were emptied at the side of
e cofin before it was taken from the
| house,

Another a Ftaten

saloonkeeper,

to pack twice as many in the hold of « ' ship already in port waitisg only for | Yslander, whose pl SRR

steamer.

The truckmen pass Lack and forth
hetween the pile of bales and the ship
in a procession, rapidly and in perfect
time, and it is an awkward and “wuth-
less nigger,” as the foreman said, whao
ever touches a bale with his hends

Some of them put on jaunty airs,
strilee attitudes, and introduce fancy
steps as if they were at a cake walls,
particularly when speetators are watceh-
ing. but that is unprofessional, and the

serions and sclf-respecting truclkman |

*totes his bales” without trying to at-
tractattention. They sing as they go,
but for the life of me I could not catch
the words, and when in an interval 1

asked onc to repeat the verses he re- |

plied:

“Dey ain't none.
truckers’' song.”

The refrain sounded like “Oh rlo rily
oh, oh rio rily oh,” and it was evidently
nothing but gibberish. It appears that
the several gangs lave their .own par-
ticular songs, and 1 judged from what
the foreman told me that the worda
woere nsually sithout meaning, or sim-
ply o series of rhythmical sounds with
terminations that rhymed, invented by
eome one of their number and sung to
familiar airs.

Tle truckman drops the bals at the
edge of the dock, or tosses it by a jerk
of the handles of his truck over the
gunwales of the vessel; then a man ad-
justathe grapplingiron and shouts a sig-
nal to the engincer at the windiass,
who turns his lever, and, hoisting the
bale into the air, lets it swiftly down
into the hold, where the five artists are
waiting to pack It away.

1t is hot work below, and the paclers
and serewmon are usnually barcfooted
end naked above the waists, while per-
sniration rolls down their mas<ive
muscles. Each has a hook in his hand,
and they scize and toss the 500-pound
Tales as a Japanese juggler plays with
plates.

Five hooks are in the cotton the in-
stant it touches bottom, and they seem
to work lilke a slot machine, for one
does not pull one way and another an-
other, but by united, simuitancous ef-
fort the great package is lifted, and
drops into the very place where the
boss wants it to go,

Then at intervals thovy pet ont a hig
jackscrew that must weigh 500 pounds
and erowd the bales togethor until the
hold of the ship is one solid mase.  One
end of tho jackscrew is placed against
a bale and the other end against o
piece of heavy oak timber four or five
inches square, which is notched to keep
the serew from slipping, end can be in-
clined against the side of the ship or
one of its stanchions, so that u good
purchase may be obtiained. The sorew
is worked by a domhle crank, and one
mann holds it in position while the other
four turn. That operation is ecalled

Dat wuza jes' de

| **nosing np.”

omo-

All this is done toa musical ae
I suppose a negro alwnys

the serewmen are different frotn those
1 that gn
with the juckserow is not the same that

WS

| is supg when the screwraen are placing

the bale in position.

These stevedores hate work enly
ghout six m « in the year, bt whila

A Tive L")u‘: Pay.
the piece—that s, so
much money for storing away so muny
Yales, and the foreman, who gets the
job and selects his own associates, gets
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favorable wind to =ail for America.
JHe lost no time, therefore, in selling
his horse and in making a bargain
[with the captain for his passage to
| the mew world. Then he sallied out
| to see the town. He had no difs
ficulty in making friends: for he had
money in his poclet, and he pro-
ceeded to share it with all the beggars
and street loafers that he met. He
was ready to reiieve every ease of dis-
[itresa that came to his notice, sod
muny of the boon fellows whom he
helped to entertain at the tavero.
Severnl days were passed in this way,
and the thirty pounds in his pocket
had dwindled to but little more than
thirty shillings: and still the ship,
| upon one pretext or another, delayed
its sailing. One fine night, howerver,
while Oliver was in tha country enjoy-
fng himsel! with some newly-made ae-
qunaintanees, n favorable wind sprang
up, aud the captain, entirely neglect
{ful of his passengers, ordered the ves
el to be east loose from her mooringa
snd the sails to be set for the voyage.
And in the morning, when Oliver saun
tered leisurely down to the wharf, he
found that he had been left behind. —
James Baldwin, in St. Nicholas

THE BALL AT THE ELYSEE.

How the Flain Dress of Our Minister There
Distinguishes Him.

A modern ball at the palace of the

Elrsee, in Paris, where the presidens

lof France lives, is an extraordinarily

besides the military trappings and
gold braid of the army officers, nnd
the exquisite, delicately-tinted tollets
and elaborate coiffures of the French
women, there are the varied “habits®
of the many members of the diplo-
matic ecorps. These uolforms alons
sre sufticient to farmish & brilliast
| imass of color and elaborate dispiay.
| Described in detail and according to
| their nations, they are these:
| France—A cout of dark bloe, em.
| broidered with gold ormaments and
eaves.

tiermany—A dark-bluecnat, embroid.
ered in gold and faced with gold orng-
ments.

Russin—A green tunic. embroidered
in silver and figurad in lilac

Austria—A coat of green cloth, em-
broidered with a gold acanthus paim.

England—A enat of dark biue. also

rold
Y Italy—A enat of roval blue, embroid-
ered with golden leaves
Spain —A coat of blue, embellished
with gold leaves and ornaments
Portugal —A coat of blue with golden
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brilliant and picteresque sight, for, |

e oroidered with an acunthus palm of

-l sort for fishermen and was himself an
| ardent mngler, often eaid that he
| would never lis content in the cold
| ground. So he made arrangrements to
have his body eremated and imposed
the dying injunotion on his friends to
| see that his ashes were seattered about
| on the salt water he loved so well,
j from the head of the statue of Liberty.
| Ilis wishes were religiously carried out
and the funeral party returned to his
| old saloon e&nd drank “his health,” as
l }arnrided in his will.
Still anotber galoonkecper, whose

[ place was well over on the east side of

| town and who was an inveterate fisher-
man also, had his sshes committed to
the decp. [le was a member of a little
fishing club that went down in a tug to
Romer Shoals every Sunday during the
semson.  He found wwhen on his death-
| bed that he had but fifty doliars be-
yond his eremation fees and he decided
to give the “boys™ a good time with it
| He ordered that the money be applied
to the hiring and stocking of the tug
for the first trip after his death and
asked that his ashes be taken along
wnd dumped overboard at the shoals
while a schooner of beer was drunk to
his memory. It was done as he ordered.
A female keeper of a tramps’ lodging
house in Montreal is about tha only
woman on record who devised for her-
s2lf a funeral on other than convention-
| ml lines, She left orders that all her
| Todgers be provided with a shave, &
breakfast and a high hat with mourn-
Ilng ribbons, and that they all follow
| her body to the grave behind two brass
bands
“Dead March in Saul™ on the oatgoing
trip. but to play “The Girl I Left De-
| Bind Me" sll the way home. The
churches uttempted to stop the earry-
Ing ont of her remarkuble injunections,
But were unsueccessful, and
| wornan was serennded as per desire,
The most horrible of sll these grevw-
gome provisions was that made by a
Virginin colonel, who died about twen-
; e vears ago, in Amelia county. He
| demanded, under penalty of eutting off
frowm all his possessions, that his widow
hkave him put in an open cofln in &
wlamp of woods near the house, and
. Jeave him there for six weeks, Every
morning and evening of that time she
was to oome tovhim and brush his
and whislers, Luckily the
shufed off his mortal coil in the mi
of & very ecold winter, =0 he P
His widowens able to carry his
wishes, thepelore, and came into all Lils
v.
Lere arewmite a number of cases of
emthusiasts who have de-
oded to be baried in & standing po-
ition, &0 Bs t0 be all ready fur the
ipment day, and a negro in South
buried feet up becanse he
lat earth would e turned
down at tl binst of

s trumpet and he wanled to be
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People innnmerable have had valo-
ables or meomentoes buried with them
at their reqoest, and a short lime 379
in Franee adring woman had her pet
cat killed so«iliat it might be buried o
bLerarms N )

FOREST FIRE PREVENTION.
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Where milroada ron throagph forest

reduced to

LADIES' WAISTS, laundried.

All the above goods are offered at
AlL HOSIERY, fast black and ta

“)

1

Sweeping Sacrifice
To Close Them Out!
They Must Go. We Require the Room

100 Ladies’ Ready-made Lawn Wrappers
lace trimmed, made in latest style

50c¢

75 Ladies’ Wrappers, light grounds, trimmed with Swiss insertion,
very beautiful styles, made to sell at $4.00, reduced to

85c.

Duck Suits, neat and stylish. We have only tweaty left and t
close them out guickly will sell at ; L

$1.

(The_sg suits, exactly the same,
eastern cities at §7.50, are very popular and in active demand.)

» dark mavy gromad,
s, formerly sold at $3.c0,

O8.

are now selling in all large

We will close them out at

50c.

less than hali the original cost.

n, for ladies and children, selling at

SPECIALLY LOW PRICES.

S. BE. NOYES & CO.

7and 129 Douglas Avenue, Corver of Market
HEADQUARTERS FOR BARCAINS.

pineries of the Enltic plain, additional
precastions are practiced. Ot course,
Spark arresters are in common use,
but the main reliapce is lail on =
“safery strip” running slong the rall-
road, and meore or less elnborate,
Often this ia only a clearing, freguent-
ly cultivated by the gunrds as n potatn
patch or for a fleld erop  The 1deal
and most effective trentmeant is 8 rail-
road embankment, which s, of courss,

The bands were to play the |

the oid |

kept clean of inflammable matter by
| tiimely burming; then a cleared spuace
abomt T vards in widih; next a sirip of

forest 15 to I8 yards wide, in which |

the ground is kept aa elean ns pructi-

| eable and free from dry wood, and |

whieh avts as a screem for fiyving cin-
ders: bevond this is a diteh 10 to 12
| inches deep anid B to 6 feet wide, the
| dirt of which is throwa to one side,
| making a ridge which may be planted
[ with broad-leaved trecs.  Abont every
| 20 rods a cross ditch is made, so that
| the whole combination safety strip,
| whieh is about 30 yards wide, is di-
vided into smunller Gelda within s hich
it is easy for one man to contine an in-
| ciplent fire.
In thisx country we wonld hardly
| meed to po to 5o much expense hut we
mirht considerably reduce with small
vutlay much of the losa from locomo-
tive fires. The Pennsylvanin railroad
| ecompany fn New Jersey. from Camden
| to Cape May, in preference 1o paying
damages to the forest owner, Las
plowed ar scarified on efther side of
| its read a strip about a red wide, ani
| this s tolerably effactive. A
| within 30 yards from the right of way
io the wowmls snd a timwly burmisgr
over in soring of th's "spuce, wauld be
more effective, snd T thiuk any ad join-
ing forest owner wonid gladiv permit
sach protective measareto be taken |
the railroad company on his laad, and
fadeed, conld afford to comfribute
the fxpenss.
This cavse of enr forest firea, then,
i< largely avoidable; and =0 would be
the fires due to
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otfer carelessnesa, |
we shouid once set unt in earnest 1o
pnmish the offsoder. The trouble with
vur laws, even when thevy ure backed
Ly public sentiment, s mainiy thet the
machinery o execata
or too weak.
ened imto wcting by the sad experiences
of last vear, this winter cnacted a fire
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ch the ehief clerk of the state land
office is made the frrest warden, wilh

w

the assistant ehlef clerk as his depatye.

Ia both cases an organization of sxist.

iaw at pighi  fie bas been graduated
6s No. 5inaelnss of 117, and was one
of the six who received homorabie
mention by the faculty for scholuss
ship. For exceliencs indebate hie won
the first prize—a set of law books coste
ing $100.

At last M. Andre,
acronant, and man of
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PERSONAL AND LITERARY.

—Cowper wna devotedir attached 'a
Lis motber, and often mentions or sl-
ludes to her ig his writingn One of
b's mest churming poems was written
in her kogor

—Faner Morzarterna g petite boautr,
E!rt-rol‘!.ﬂ‘f pleas ag address  [lor
manness were very fas-inating anfl ahe
had s eonfiding, sympathetic way thal
wont 84l hearis
4
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